Upon Arrival...Getting Familiar With Seal
Beach Campground

Key Concepts

1. Seal Rock Campground is a
_biologically rich area.

2. Three ecosystems {forest, intertidal
beach and the open waters of Hood
Canal) are found at Seal Rock
Campground.

3. Observations of the biological and
physical features of an ecosystem
enable one to make inferences about
its structure and dynamics.
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Your students will bring their natural curiosity and desire to explore the unknown to your
field trip to Seal Rock Campground. "Getting Familiar with Seal Beach Campground"
provides a structured avenue for their discovery. A variety of activities are included to take
your students from one end of the campground to the other and from its highest points to
its lowest. Activities include: .

Sign Language - using the beach interpretive signs as a guide, students become
familiar with the site through activities which expand upon the topics covered in the
following signs:

Rich with life in balance... - from each of the three ecosystems which comprise the Seal

Rock Campground, students find a sign of life, then make a sketch or a rubbing of
each of the signs.

If rocks could tell a story... - students find a glacier rounded rock and measure and
record the distance from the sign to the rock, then locate plants and animals valued
by Native Americans.

Hood Canal's special treasure - after locating an oyster or oyster shell with spat or a
young oyster growing on it, students make a rubbing of the shell.

A circle of balance - using the data presented in the sign, students draw and label
pictures of a salmon "circle of life" from egg to death after spawning

Life on the edge - students find and make a sketch of an animal "playing dead" on the
beach, then find evidence that clams grow on Seal Rock beach.

Enjoy and explore Seal Rock Beach! - after listening to the sounds of the creatures on the

beach, in the forest, and out on the open water, students write about what they've
heard.
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