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Preparing and Painting the Fish  
 

Cleaned and dried fish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper plug for anus Clay supporting fins 
 
 

Preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From head to tail, 
brush on a thin 
coat of ink 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make final brush 
strokes from the tail 
toward the head 
for a clear print 
 

Painting 
 

Photos courtesy of 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
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Printing the Fish  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Place paper 
carefully over 
the inked fish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Placing the Paper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rub the entire fish 
with fingers to 
transfer the ink to 
the paper 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rubbing the Fish 
Photos courtesy of 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
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Removing the Print and Final Steps  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

After rubbing is 
complete, carefully 
remove the paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Removing the Paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use a small  
brush to paint in 
the eye 

 
 
 

Photos courtesy of 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

Painting the Eye 


