TEACHER BACKGROUND |

Plankton SamBlin

Since most of the plankton we will be '
dealing with are barely visible to the un-
aided eye, we must use a special net.to
capture these bmall creatures. While
plankton nets may be purchased in
various sizes and at various costs, it is
a simple matter to make one. Hand-
made plankton nets range from the
simple to the complex.
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On the following pages you will find
several methods for constructing
plankton nets. Pick the method that
best suits your needs and the materials
you have available. Any of the nets
shown will allow you to capture
plankton for study. The more sophisti-
cated nets will allow you to make some
estimates of plankton density (number
of plankton per unit of water). The
methods begin with the simplest and
conclude with the most sophisticated.

Method A
Materials;

* ring
* rope, brass chain, or wire
* coat hangers or copper tubing
* wide adhesive tape or string ties
* one or two bottles
* nylon stocking or pantyhose
* heavy string
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