TEACHER BACKGROUND/LESSON PLAN
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DOWN THE CANAL is a written assignment to be used prior to SALT
WATER/FRESH WATER. The students will use their Puget Sound maps to answer
geographical questions related to the story in the student guide. This lesson also
provides the context for the next activity, SALT WATER/FRESH WATER.

Lesson Plan

Answer Key
Many other salmon have already separated from her school. They have turned to
the north, and will soon pass around the San Juan Islands on their way north to
the mighty _Fraser River in southern British Columbia. Hyak turns south,
however, passing Point Wilson on her right and the scores of nearby sportsfishing
boats, hoping to lure her to their baited hooks.

Hyak is not interested. She swims south along the western side of _Whidbey
Island, the longest island in Puget Sound.

Swerving right at Foulweather Bluff, Hyak finds the entrance to__Hood Canal,
the long, hook-shaped fjord into which her river flows. Not long afterward, she

passes under the _Hood Canal Bridge, the only bridge spanning the canal along
its entire length.

Directly south of the canal is a tremendous commotion. What seem like
hundreds of purse seine boats are sweeping their nets through the water, trying to
catch HER! She dives deeply, dodging the nets all around. When she comes up,
they are behind her. Lucky again!

Some time later she passes the Bangor Naval Base, and soon after this the Canal
broadens out into Dabob and Quilcene Bays. Some salmon head northward into
those bays. They are most likely headed for the _Quilcene River. Hyak continues
southwest down the Canal, however, past the mouths of three rivers which begin
high in the Olympic Mountains, the _Dosewallips , the _Duckabush and the
Hamma-Hamma, Hyak continues on, however. Her destination is the
southern-most and largest river that feeds the canal.

Which river is Hyak's destination? _the Skokomish River
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Down The Canal

It has been some time since we have looked in on Hyak. While we
have had our attention on salmon fishing, she has quietly moved
eastward through the Strait of Juan de Fuca. She has just passed
the north side of Protection Island. As you follow the

continuation of Hyak’s migration, you may find blank spaces in the
narration. Use your Puget Sound map to help you fill in blanks.

So far Hyak has been extremely lucky. She has managed to avoid
the trollers off the coast of Washington and the gillnetters in the
Strait of Juan de Fuca. Now she moves slowly to the east, feeding
on thick schools of herring and sand lance in the eastern Strait.

Many other salmon have already separated from her school. They
have turned to the north, and will soon pass around the San Juan
Islands on their way north to the mighty River in
southern British Columbia. Hyak turns south, however, passing
Point Wilson on her right and the scores of nearby sportsfishing
boats, hoping to lure her to their baited hooks.

Hyak is not interested. She swims south along the western side of
Island, the longest island in Puget Sound.

Swerving right at Foulweather Bluff, Hyak finds the entrance to
Canal, the long, hook-shaped fjord into which her river flows.
Not long afterward, she passes under the Bridge,
the only bridge spanning the canal along its entire length.

Directly south of the canal is a tremendous commotion. What
seem like hundreds of purse seine boats
are sweeping their nets through the water,
trying to catch HER! She dives deeply,
dodging the nets all around. When she

comes up, they are behind her. Lucky
again!




Some time later she passes the Bangor Naval Base, and soon after
this the Canal broadens out into Dabob and Quilcene Bays. Some
salmon head northward into those bays. They are most likely
headed for the River. Hyak continues southwest
down the Canal, however, approaching the mouths of three rivers
which begin high in the Olympic Mountains, the , the
and the . Her destination is the
southern-most and largest river that feeds the canal.

Which river is Hyak’s destination?

As she passes southward through the canal, Hyak is able to detect
changes in the salinity, or saltiness of the water. In the Pacific
Ocean, the salinity of surface water averages more than 32 parts per
thousand. When she enters a river, she will be in fresh water, which
has a salinity of O parts per thousand. From the time she entered
the Strait to the time she moves into a river, she is swimming in a
changing mixture of sea water and fresh water.

Consider how impossible it would be for you to switch from
drinking fresh water to drinking sea water! Yet as Hyak moves
closer to the river, her body is responding to the changes in salinity
by making a remarkable adjustment from living in salt water to
living in fresh water.

Just how saline (another word for
salty) is Puget Sound? In the next
activity, "SALT WATER/FRESH
WATER" you will explore one way of
finding out.




