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pack, list “pros” and “cons” of using the resources involved, and
write a newspaper article.
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From knowledge of its speed, distance, and bearings, students
learn to determine the time that a storm or vessel will arrive at a
point. A history of a near disaster at sea is also included.
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Creative dramatics and a variety of “cold water” activities
accompany valuable information regarding hypothermia.
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read and understand nautical charts.
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Students use a nautical chart and parallel rulers to plot locations,
set course headings, and determine distances.
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As students role play sailors, they move to ship locations or
positions by following commands which employ nautical terms.
5. Keeping Afloat ........................................................................... 535
Why do boats float? “Keeping Afloat” is designed to provide your
students with a chance to answer this question.
6. Grand Banks .............................................................................. 547
Plans are presented which allow students to construct an
inexpensive rowing dory.

Unit 6: Days of Whaling
1. December 15 - Days of Whaling: Native Whaling ........................ 569
Whaling by native peoples is one of three major types of whaling
that have occurred historically. Students see how all of these have
affected whale populations and the role whaling plays in
economics.
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2. Holding On ................................................................................ 581
Native American whaling people made whaling lines from natural
fibers of cedar, hemlock, spruce, bull kelp, nettles, and animal
sinew. Students make hand-made rope!
3. Canoe Building .......................................................................... 591
Directions are provided for the construction of a full-size or model
canoe using northwest Native American methods.
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Whaling from sailing vessels is one of three major types of whaling
that have occurred historically. Students see how all of these have
affected whale populations and the role whaling plays in
economics.
5. Save My Story!........................................................................... 607
Students organize the contents of a small booklet about sailing
whalers, then layout, illustrate, and bind the booklet.
6. Blood Money .............................................................................. 615
Using actual cost figures for the outfitting and purchase of a
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7. Scrimshaw ................................................................................. 623
Scrimshaw, engraving whalebone, is an American folk art of the
nineteenth century, produced by seamen on whaling ships.
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Whaling from powered vessels is one of three major types of
whaling that have occurred historically. Students see how all of
these have affected whale populations and the role whaling plays
in economics.

Unit 7: Whales Count!
1. The Numbers Game - December 17............................................. 641
Students model gray whale population growth using a set of
stated assumptions and actual population data as they explore
the “come-back potential” of the species.
2. Count ’em High, Count ’em Low................................................. 661
Red and white beans are used to simulate the mark and
recapture scientific method of counting the gray whale
population.
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3. Protecting Whales - December 21............................................... 677
A discussion of current whaling issues and the International
Whaling Commission provide a springboard for student
involvement.
4. Whale Symposium...................................................................... 703
Students conduct a symposium to share projects created from
independent and small group research.
5. The Electronic Whale ................................................................. 713
Through a computer simulation, students follow gray whale
migration, from summer feeding grounds in the Arctic to winter
breeding and calving grounds in Mexico.
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